
Stonegate PTA General Session Meeting 
Friday, September 21, 2012 

Stonegate MPR Room 
 

Board Members Present:  Radhika Athalye, Lupe Howard, Michelle Williams, Kenny 
Chinn, Lani Kaneshiro, Janice O’Toole, Archana Warrier, Claire Shin, Constant Tong 
 
Board Members Absent:  None 
 
School Representatives Present:  Principal Stan Machesky, Teacher’s Representative 
John Gustafson 
 
Call to Order & Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 8:40 a.m., the Pledge of Allegiance was recited and 
introductions were made by all members present. 
 
Principal's Report 
Mr. Machesky welcomed everyone back for the new school year and extended a warm 
welcome to our many new Stonegate families.  He encouraged everyone to sign up on 
the parent portal and also to sign up to receive updates from the PTA.  This year 
Stonegate has grown to about 935 students with class sizes of between 30-35 children.  
In addition to the great staff already existing at Stonegate, Stonegate also welcomes 4 
new certificated teachers this year.  Mr. Machesky encouraged participation in the 
school, PTA, classrooms and various school events throughout the school year.  He also 
indicated that parking will be a challenge this year and that there are some concerns 
with parking and the use of the crosswalk on Majesty.  Mr. Machesky has contacted the 
IPD to look at the potential need for a crossing guard.  In the next two years, California 
schools will be integrating Common Core State Standards into the curriculum; the 
teachers will receive training and will be working on adjusting the classroom 
curriculums. 
 
Teacher's Report 
Mr. Gustafson welcomed everyone back for the school year and emphasized 
participation and getting involved in the school and activities.  It was noted that the PTA 
continues to donate $250.00 per class for each teacher to use for his/her class and that 
this year the PTA has also funded to help provide a PE teacher which has been a very 
popular requested over the years.   Mrs. Shank, who many of you may know, will be the 
PE teacher.  Stonegate is excited to have her on board.  Finally, it was noted that Mrs. 
Hearn will be the co-teachers representative to the PTA this year. 
 
President's Report (Radhika Athalye/Lupe Howard) 
PTA President Radhika Athalye provided an overview of the structure of the PTA.  It was 
also noted that there are two big bills on the ballot this November - Prop. 38 - supported 
by the CA PTA and Prop. 30 - governor's office and supported by teachers.  Locally in 



Irvine, there is also Measure BB by Councilman Larry Agran, which is to allocate more 
funds for Irvine schools.  While the Irvine PTA supports Measure BB as funding for our 
schools is important, it remains neutral on the candidates.  This year the IUSD still feels 
it has sufficient funds to support the current programs and school year but it is 
uncertain beyond this year if no other funds are received or if funding is reduced. 
 
At this time, various upcoming events were also discussed.  Last year the District 
collected about $15,000.00 in pennies for Red Ribbon Week.  This year’s chairperson for 
Stonegate’s Red Ribbon Week is Audra Bollard.  This year we will have the TNT Dunk 
Squad perform at the Red Ribbon Week assemblies, which are funded by PTA funds. It 
was also noted that Walk to School Day is also coming up; however, due to the logistics 
of the school and the distance many families travel to Stonegate a Walk to School Day 
isn’t really logistically practical for the school populous at this time.  However, walking is 
still encouraged if practical for families.  Reflections is also coming up with the deadline 
for submissions being October 22nd.  This year the theme is “Magic of the Moment.”  
 
Minutes from May 22, 2011 Meeting  
The minutes from the May 22, 2011 meeting were circulated and it was announced that 
the minutes are also posted onsite and on the PTA website.  A motion was made, 
seconded and carried to approve the minutes from the May 22, 2011 meeting as 
presented. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer, Kenny Chinn provided a recap of the financial statements and other 
payments carried over and made during the summer including payments for the carnival 
expenses, additional yearbook order purchase and a golf tournament payment. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the expenses from May 31, 2012 
through June 30, 2012 as presented.  Additionally, a motion was made, seconded and 
carried to approve the expenses from July 1, 2012 to August 31, 2012 as presented. 
 
Kenny also provided an overview of the 2012-2013 school year PTA budget highlighting 
$115,260.00 in income and $121,655.00 in expenses with a deficit of $6,395.00 (not 
including additional funds held in a savings account for unexpected expenditures).   It 
was also noted that a PE teacher was added ($13,500.00) and also funding for a health 
clerk two days a week.  Further, that the 2012-2013 PTA budget is conservative and 
expenses were adjusted for growth of the school.  A motion was made, seconded and 
carried to approve the 2012-2013 budget as presented. 
 
Committee Reports 
Family Fun Night – Family fun Night, an event put on by the PTA to give back to our 
Stonegate families, is being held on September 28, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. The featured 
movie is Puss 'N Boots.  This event is free to all Stonegate families.  Please bring a 
canned good to donate to Families Forward. The 6th grade with also host a bake sale to 



raise fund for the 6th grade outdoor ed. field trip. 
 
By-Law Review Update- Parliamentarian, Janice O’Toole provided an update on the by-
law revisions highlighting a change in meeting dates, the addition of a VP of 
Communication and a VP Volunteer Coordinator.  The increase in the Board of Directors 
also increases the PTA meeting quorum to 17 members for quorum.  Additionally, the 
Stonegate PTA membership was increased from $10 to $12, well inline with what other 
PTAs are charging for membership. 
 
New Business 
Motion to Change Meetings Dates – PTA meetings are scheduled on the 3rd Fridays of 
the month and start at 8:40 according to our by-laws.  In order to reach more parents in 
our community, the Executive Board would like to change 3 of the 8 monthly meetings 
to evening meetings.  A motion was made seconded and carried to change the October, 
January and April meetings in the 2012-2013 school year to evening meetings beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. in the MPR room on the dates below in an effort to also accommodate 
working parents and our growing school.  
 
October18, 2012 
January 17, 2013 
April 18, 2013 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 



Stonegate PTA General Session Meeting 
Thursday, October 18, 2012 

Stonegate MPR Room 
 

Board Members Present:  Radhika Athalye, Lupe Howard, Michelle Williams, Kenny 
Chinn, Lani Kaneshiro, Janice O’Toole, Archana Warrier, Claire Shin 
 
Board Members Absent:  Constant Tong 
 
School Representatives Present:  Principal Stan Machesky, Teacher’s Representative 
Janelle Hearn 
 
Call to Order & Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Principal's Report 
Mr. Machesky welcomed everyone to the first of our three evening PTA meetings this 
year and gave a brief report on the Disaster Drill that took place today.  It went very 
smoothly.  Within 6 minutes, the 60 staff members were able to account for our 950 
students.  The drill went exceeding well considering that we added 250 new students 
this year.  Mr. Machesky also reported on the PE teacher that was added this year 
through PTA funding.  Our students now receive yoga instruction once a week.  The 
students have really looked forward to this each week.  RTI Reading groups are now 
being formed.  This went very well last year.  Despite our increase in the student body, 
test scores still went up in every level, which is usually a hard thing to accomplish while 
experiencing the kind of growth our student body had. Lastly, Mr. Machesky 
encouraged participation in the school, PTA, classrooms and various school events 
throughout the school year.  
 
Teacher's Report 
Mrs. Janelle  Hearn was introduced as the new Teacher’s Representative to the PTA.  
Mrs. Hearn previously taught kindergarten and is currently teaching sixth grade.  Mrs. 
Hearn briefly introduced herself and also talked about how well the students 
cooperated with the disaster drill and the instructions given.  
 
President's Report  
At this time, Radhika Athalye presented the President’s report.  Radhika encouraged all 
Stonegate Elementary parents to volunteer and get involved in the school and PTA.  She 
also talked about efforts to partner with the teachers to become PTA members.  
Constant Tong, our Historian, records our volunteer hours for the school.  As parents 
volunteer in the classrooms, at home, at school events, on our committees and at PTA 
sponsored events, please be sure to sign in at the front office and log your volunteer 
hours.  At the end of the year, Constant will tally all our volunteer hours and send a 
report of our school volunteer hours to the CA PTA.  This is important in that it  



helps to define volunteer hours in Sacramento and places emphasis on how much 
school volunteerism is needed and what our schools need.  
 
Radhika also discussed the IPSF’s efforts to raise $500,000 for our Irvine schools in order 
to take advantage of the city’s matching program.  She explained that the IPSF needed 
to raise a minimum of $500,000 in order for the city’s matching grant to be applicable.  
More information can be found on the IPSF website at www.ipsf.net.   Next month, we 
will have a presentation by the IPSF President at the PTA meeting. 
 
The Reflections Art Competition entries are due October 22nd.  There is still time to get 
your entries in.  This year’s theme is “Magic of the Moment.”  Students can submit 
various media forms, which are judged at the school level and the winners are sent to 
district.  Two years ago we had a national entry from our school. Information is available 
in the office and there will be a reminder going out tomorrow.  Also, don’t forget Red 
Ribbon Week is next week.  A sign-up sheet was circulated for anyone available to 
volunteer to help put up signs on Monday or exchange pennies later in the week. 
 
Minutes from September 21, 2012 Meeting  
The minutes from the September 21, 2012 meeting were circulated and it was 
announced that the minutes are also posted onsite and on the PTA website.  A motion 
was made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes from the September 21, 2012 
meeting as presented. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer, Kenny Chinn provided a recap of the budget, balance and expenses with a 
cash on hand of $72,218.18 and expense for September of $1,574.44 which were for 
payments for the TNT Dunk Squad assembly for Red Ribbon Week.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to ratify the payments from September 1, 
2012 through September 31, 2012 of $1,574.44 as outlined in the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Committee Reports 
Advocacy – Teresa Stringer was introduced as Stonegate Elementary’s Advocacy 
Representative.  Teresa briefly highlighted some of the ballot initiatives this year.  Prop. 
38 is supported by the CA PTA and aims to provide funds for schools through a nominal 
tax increase.  Prop. 35, supported by the CA PTA, attempts to crack down on human 
trafficking.  The CA PTA takes no position on Prop. 37 and is neutral on Prop. 30, the 
governor’s proposal.  Local Measure BB aims to allocate more funds our local Irvine 
schools with no tax implications and is supported by the Irvine PTA.  The PTA is 
nonpartisan and doesn’t support, oppose or endorse any individual candidates.  Please 
remember to do your homework and get out and vote on November 6th.   
 

http://www.ipsf.net/


Membership – Michelle Williams, Vice President of Membership gave an update on our 
PTA membership drive.  We currently have approximately 400 members signed up with 
a goal this year of 700 members.  Please spread the word to all Stonegate Elementary 
School families including grandparents and relatives to join the PTA and support our 
school.  A membership is $12.00 per person and includes a free printed-paper student 
directory, in addition to this year we are also offering a smart phone app. and electronic 
version.  Thank you to those of you that have already joined to support our PTA.  Please 
continue to get the word out and remind our Stonegate families to submit their PTA 
packets.   
 
Red Ribbon Week – Audra Bollard is our Red Ribbon Week Chairperson this year.  
During Red Ribbon Week we will be collecting pennies all week in the classrooms and 
dollars can be exchanged for pennies in the morning on October 24th and 26th.  Please 
sign the sign-up sheet if you are able to help volunteer. 
 
Announcements 
Lupe Cook’s last day is November 7th.  Lupe is retiring and will be missed dearly.  An ice 
cream social has been planned for October 24th after school in Lupe’s honor.  The PTA is 
looking for volunteers to help set-up and serve beginning at 1:45 p.m. at the lunch 
tables.  A memory book is also being made for Lupe and a gift basket for optional gift 
card donations for Lupe is also being collected.  Please stop by and be sure to sign the 
memory book and wish Lupe well. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  Following the meeting, representatives from 
the Irvine Police Department were present to give a presentation on cyber bullying and 
protecting our children from the dangers on the internet.  The next meeting will be held 
on November 16, 2012 at 8:40 a.m. in the MPR Room. 



Stonegate PTA General Session Meeting 
Friday, November 16, 2012 

Stonegate MPR Room 
 

Board Members Present:  Radhika Athalye, Lupe Howard, Michelle Williams, Kenny 
Chinn, Lani Kaneshiro, Janice O’Toole, Archana Warrier, Claire Shin 
 
Board Members Absent:  Constant Tong 
 
School Representatives Present:  Principal Stan Machesky, Teacher’s Representative 
Janelle Hearn 
 
Call to Order & Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Irvine Public School Foundation (IPSF) Presentation 
Neda Zaengle, the President of the IPSF gave a brief overview of the IPSF.  Ms. Zaengle 
explained why support of the IPSF is important in addition to support of the PTA.  The 
IPSF provides, among other things, funding for primary music, instructional assistance 
(approximately 87 ½ hours combined per week of support to reading instruction for the 
grade levels here at Stonegate), and support for nurses.   The IPSF currently has its 365 
days ($1 a day) fundraising campaign going on through the end of the year.  The IPSF 
needs to raise $500k in order for the city of Irvine matching grant to kick in.   
Additionally, now that Measure BB has passed, for the 2013/2014 school year in 
addition to the $550k matching funds, the city will give another $500k in matching funds 
so now the IPSF will need to raise at $1 million in donations to take full advantage of the 
city’s matching funds.  More information can be found on the IPSF website at 
www.ipsf.net.  You are also encouraged to sign up to receive the IPSF newsletter on its 
website. 
 
Principal's Report 
Mr. Machesky gave an update on Prop. 30, which stopped mid-year budget cuts.  No 
additional furlough days will be added to the current school year calendar.  Stonegate is 
adding a salad bar to the cafeteria.  There will be a variety of healthy vegetable and fruit 
choices for children to get along with their school lunches at no additional cost.  There is 
no limit to the amount of produce the children may take from the salad bar.  Mr. 
Machesky showed an example of the new daily digital school announcements that are in 
lieu of the daily PA announcements.  In addition to various staff and Mr. Machesky’s 
announcements, some of the students are being filmed giving the announcements.  We 
continue to experience growth at Stonegate as new families continue to move in.  The 
Jeffrey Trail Middle School will open for the 2013/2014 school year.  Meetings have 
been held with Mr. Machesky and the 6th grade staff for transition to the middle school.   
 

http://www.ipsf.net/


 
Teacher's Report 
Mr. Gustafson is retiring this year.  On behalf of the all the Stonegate parents and 
student body, the PTA expressed its deep and sincere appreciation to Mr. G for all of his 
years of dedicated service to our children over the years.  Mrs. Hearn is taking over for 
Mr. G as the Teacher’s Representative to the PTA.  Mrs. Hearn thanked all the parents 
for their help during the many fall classroom feasts.  She expressed her thanks for the 
funds provided by the PTA for the purchase of additional emergency preparedness 
supplies.  Additionally, Mrs. Hearn expressed appreciation on behalf of the staff for the 
iPads purchased.  These are being incorporated into the classrooms (e.g. work in group 
problem solving, printing practice in grade K, behavior reinforcement and beginning 
math activities, etc.) in all grade levels.  The staff has formed a technology team and the 
goal is for every student to touch or somehow interact using an iPad once a week.  The 
District has also been filming at Stonegate as it is interested in Stonegate’s use of 
technology and incorporation into instruction.   Mrs. Hearn also relayed gratitude for 
the parents’ support of the “Silver for Sandy” donations.  The staff wanted to teach the 
children that we are can make a difference by coming to each other’s aid in times of 
need even in small ways.  Mrs. Hearn also commented on the new PTA website and 
email reminders going out to remind everyone of the various events and activities going 
on at the school and encouraged parents to check out this resource.  The teachers have 
expressed an interest in more spirit wear.  Finally, the 6th grade classes will be doing a 
Mrs. Field’s fundraiser to raise money for the outdoor educational field trip for the 6th 
grade classes. 
 
President's Report  
At this time, Radhika Athalye presented the President’s report.  Radhika updated the 
membership that we now have three new school representatives on the Irvine School 
Board – Paul Bokota, Michael Parham and Lauren Brooks.  We will not find out until next 
month who has been assigned to our area.  The District is continuing to install solar 
panels in the parking lots of some of the schools that the District has previously 
identified.  There is an energy and cost savings to the IUSD.  A solar education 
component is being incorporated into a learning opportunity for the children at the 
schools were the panels are being installed.   The California PTA currently has 
approximately 10,336 members of which approximately 425 are from Stonegate.  There 
will be an Arts Advocacy questionnaire going out from the District.   
 
Red Ribbon Week Update 
Radhika thanked Audra Bollard, the Red Ribbon Week Chairperson for all her efforts and 
noted a special thanks to Kenny and the boy scouts for their help in decorating the 
school for Red Ribbon Week.  Audra noted that we did not do a “Red Ribbon” school 
photo this year but that we may bring it back next year.  Stonegate collected 860 lbs. in 
pennies.  The winning classes for the Pizza Parties were announced. 
 
 



Yearbook Update 
Nancy Wang, the Yearbook Committee Chairperson gave a brief update on the 
yearbook.  If anyone has photos of the decorated doors for Red Ribbon Week, please 
send the photos to Nancy.   
 
Minutes from October 18, 2012 Meeting  
The minutes from the October 18, 2012 meeting were circulated and it was announced 
that the minutes are also posted on the PTA website.  A motion was made, seconded 
and carried to approve the minutes from the October 18, 2012 meeting as presented. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer, Kenny Chinn provided a recap of the budget through October.  For October, 
Kenny reported expenses of $39,712.93, which were for payments for the PE teacher, 
copier charges, health clerk, field trip donation, and emergency preparedness supplies.   
Kenny also noted that we have brought in approximately $35,687.00 from our PTA 
Pledge Drive this year with more coming in.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to ratify the payments from October 1, 2012 
through October 31, 2012 of $39,712.93 as outlined in the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Committee Reports 
Nutrition Committee – Stephen and George are meeting with Jill Hartstein, Director of 
Nutrition Services for IUSD, regarding more healthier food choices and more variety.  
Stephen and George are currently working on drafting a survey to send out to Stonegate 
parents on nutrition and what they would like to see in terms of more variety, ethic and 
vegetarian food choices and a more diversified menu. 
 
Jog-A-Thon – The jog-a-thon is March 1st.  If you would like to help out, please contact 
Radhika.  
 
Culture Week – The theme this year is Central and South America.  The next Culture 
Week Committee meeting is on December 4, 2012 at 3:15 p.m.  
 
Dad’s Club – Paul Trueblood thanked the moms for turning out for Muffins with Moms 
this morning.  The Dad’s Club is planning to host Donuts with Dad in the Spring and the 
Golf Tournament on a Friday in April.  Thirty iPads were purchased from the proceeds 
last year.  The goal this year is to double the funds raised over last year, which was 
approximately $14k (after expenses).  This year the ball drop will be done digitally.  The 
Dad’s Club is also potentially considering a Community Yard Sale in January with the 
proceeds going back to the school. 
 
Sprit Wear – Radhika thanked Jisook Kim for coordinating the sprit wear sales and 
distribution.   



 
Announcements 
There will be the 5th Grade Mother & Daughter Tea at 7:00 p.m.  Mrs. Thompson is 
looking for a TV for use in her SAI class.  If anyone has an old TV that they would like it 
donate, it would be greatly appreciated and put to good use. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m.  The next meeting will be held on January 17, 
2013 at 6:30 p.m. in the MPR Room. 
 

 
 



Stonegate PTA General Session Meeting 
Thursday, January 17, 2013 

Stonegate MPR Room 
 

Board Members Present:  Radhika Athalye, Lupe Howard, Michelle Williams, Kenny 
Chinn, Lani Kaneshiro, Janice O’Toole, Archana Warrier, Claire Shin 
 
Board Members Absent:  Constant Tong 
 
School Representatives Present:  Principal Stan Machesky, Teacher’s Representative 
Janelle Hearn 
 
Call to Order & Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Principal's Report 
Mr. Machesky announced that Stonegate was one of only 6 schools in Orange County to 
be nominated for a National Blue Ribbon award of the 35 nominations allowed to 
California.  The teachers have formed a committee to complete the application, which is 
due in February.  We are now at 970 students and growing.  In response to the recent 
tragic events that took place at Sandy Hook Elementary School in New Jersey, the doors 
outside of the pods will be locked and the outside bathrooms will be locked during and 
between hours when the children are in the classrooms.  The inside doors have also 
been re-keyed for the staff and the Irvine Police Department (IPD) has met with Irvine 
schools.  
 
Teacher's Report 
Mrs. Janelle Hearn stated that the Irvine Public School Foundation (IPSF) has partnered 
with All Green Recycling.  Stonegate will hold an electronic recycling event on Saturday 
February 7th with 50% of the proceeds from the event going to the IPSF.  There will be 
information going out with the students soon.  If anyone knows any businesses or 
individuals in need of recycling electronic equipment, businesses or individuals can 
provide All Green with the donation code assigned to the IPSF and the IPSF will receive 
50%.  The teachers are very excited and proud of the students and staff for receiving the 
Blue Ribbon nomination.  The teachers have formed a group to join our Stonegate 
Striders students. 
 
President's Report  
At this time, Radhika Athalye presented the President’s report.  Radhika advised that the 
IPD has an individualized plan of action in the event of an emergency based on each 
school site but that the focus is still on natural disasters.  Lauren Brooks is the new IUSD 
School Board Representative assigned to Stonegate.  The PTA is trying to arrange to 
have Ms. Brooks attend a future PTA meeting.  We are looking for two people who are 
interested in attending the PTA Safari in Sacramento on March 18th.  The PTA budgets to 



send two parent representatives.  If anyone is interested, please let Radhika know.  The 
IPSF saw an increase in individual donations of 10% but still fell short of its $500,000 
goal.  As a District, Red Ribbon Week raised about $12k, which goes towards drug 
prevention programs for schools.  Thank you again to Audra Bollard who chaired our 
Red Ribbon Week. 
 
Minutes from November 16, 2012 Meeting  
The minutes from the November 16, 2012 meeting were circulated and it was 
announced that the minutes are also posted onsite and on the PTA website.  A motion 
was made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes from the November 16, 2012 
meeting as presented. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer, Kenny Chinn provided a recap of the budget.  Expense for November and 
December were $16,377.88.  These were primarily payments for sportswear of 
approximately $7,746 and $6,700 for our technology donation to the school.  We raised 
approximately $36,187 to date on the Pledge Drive and netted approximately $2,2742 
from spirit wear sales. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to ratify the payments of all necessary and 
ordinary expenses from November 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012 of $16,377.98 as 
outlined in the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Committee Reports 
Bylaw Review – Janice O’Toole reported that the Bylaw revisions have been submitted 
and that we should hear something back by March/April.  
 
Nominating Committee – Janice O’Toole also reported that she worked to assemble to 
slate for the Nominating Committee to be presented for acceptance this evening.  The 
Committee will be working on preparing a slate of candidates for the PTA Board to serve 
for the 2013/2014 school year.  Please let Janice or one of the Committee members 
know if you are interested in serving on the PTA Board. 
 
Culture Week – Sarah Endres is our Culture Week Chairperson again this year.  This 
year, Culture Week will focus on Central and South America and will be the week of 
April 8th.  The; library and school will once again be transformed with displays and 
exhibits representing Central and South American cultures.  Each room will be assigned 
to prepare a display board to represent a different country.  For the student Culture 
Week tours, there are three stations planned including arts and crafts and a dance 
station.  Parents Night for Culture Week will be April 12th.  We want to thank Sarah 
Endres, Mrs. Ingram, Mrs. Vance, and Mrs. Hawker for all of their efforts to prepare for 
Culture Week.  Please let Sarah know if you can volunteer to help; there are many tasks 
to be done – big and small. 
 



New Business 
Election of Nominating Committee Members – At this time, a motion was made, 
seconded and carried to appoint the following individuals to the Nominating 
Committee: 
 
Sarah Endres 
Michelle Williams 
Archana Warrier 
Cathy Leon 
Tomo Aldana 
 
Janice O’Toole as Parliamentarian, Mr. Machesky and Mrs. Hearn will also serve in an 
advisory capacity. 
 
Announcements 
Stonegate Striders has been formed to get a group of Stonegate children training to run 
a mile in the OC marathon and to promote exercise and outdoor activity.  Information is 
being sent out through the classrooms.  The Jog-A-Thon will be held on March 1st.  
Permission slips and pledge envelopes are going out tomorrow. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:09 p.m.  Following the meeting, teachers from the 4th-
6th grade classes were present to give a presentation on the GATE program at 
Stonegate.  The next meeting will be held on February 15th at 8:40 a.m. in the MPR 
Room. 



Stonegate PTA General Session Meeting 
Friday, February 15, 2013 

Stonegate MPR Room 
 

Board Members Present:  Radhika Athalye, Lupe Howard, Michelle Williams, Kenny 
Chinn, Lani Kaneshiro, Janice O’Toole, Archana Warrier, Claire Shin, Constant Tong 
 
Board Members Absent:  None 
 
School Representatives Present:  Principal Stan Machesky, Teacher’s Representative 
Janelle Hearn 
 
Call to Order & Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 8:44 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Advocacy 
At this time, Teresa Stringer briefly reported on the National PTA.  Mrs. Stringer 
reported that according to the National PTA Senior Education Policy Analyst, No Child 
Left Behind will continue and that most of our schools in California will not be in 
compliance. The PTA supports no weapons on campus.  Mrs. Stringer also reported on 
the Common Core program and a potential change in the budget formula for the 
allocation of funding from the State, which would result in less money for Irvine schools 
from the State.  The Sacramento Safari is coming up on March 18th and 19th.  If anyone 
would like to attend to represent Stonegate, please let Radhika know. 
 
Principal's Report 
Mr. Machesky reported that Stonegate just added a new 1st grade teacher to the staff 
and opened a new 1st glass mid-year to accommodate the growth in our school. Kelly 
Dosher was hired.  Many of you know Ms. Dosher, as she was the aide assigned to one 
of our students here and assists in the classroom.  She is also is credentialed.  Please 
congratulate Ms. Dosher as you see her.  Machesky reported that he had a meeting with 
the parents of the 1st grade students.  Just in the last few months, we added ten (10) 
mew first grade students.  The Blue Ribbon application is due on the 22nd.  Mr. 
Machesky and the Committee are working hard on completing the application.  The 
Committee consists of Mr. Machesky and six (6) staff members.  Stonegate was one of 
only six (6) schools in Orange County to be nominated for a National Blue Ribbon award 
of the 35 nominations allowed to California. 
 
Teacher's Report 
Mrs. Hearn thanked everyone for their involvement in the classroom celebrations for 
Valentine’s Day.  The Stonegate Striders Running Club is going strong and both the 
teachers and students who are involved are enjoying it.  The teachers have been 
rotating out of their classrooms for Common Core training.  The Candy Gram sales were 
a success; the Candy Grams are sold out.  The Green Team is working on implementing a 



zero waste lunch program and is thinking about implementing waste free lunch on 
Wednesdays. 
 
President's Report  
At this time, Radhika Athalye presented a brief President’s report which recapped items 
presented by Ms. Stringer in her Advocacy Report.  Additionally, we are still looking for 
two people who are interested in attending the PTA Safari in Sacramento on March 18th 

to represent Stonegate.  There is a lot of good information and education provided at 
the Safari.  The PTA budgets to send two people each year. 
 
Minutes from January 17, 2013 Meeting  
The minutes from the January 17, 2013 meeting were circulated and it was announced 
that the minutes are also posted on the PTA website.  A motion was made, seconded 
and carried to approve the minutes from the January 17, 2013 meeting as presented. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer, Kenny Chinn provided a recap of the budget.  Expenses for January were 
$4,095.52, with $3,400.00 of this being our annual donation to the IPSF to help fund our 
primary music program. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to ratify the payments of all necessary and 
ordinary expenses from January 1, 2013 through January 31, 2013 of $4,095.52 as 
outlined in the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Auditor's Report 
Claire Shin presented the auditor’s report and recommended it for approval.  A motion 
was made, seconded and carried to accept the auditor’s report from July 1, 2012 
through December 31, 2012 as submitted.   The audit will be signed and filed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Jog-A-Thon – Radhika reported that the Jog-A-Thon will be held on March 1st.  The 
students will be running about 20 minutes each and we will have three (3) sessions this 
year.  Room parents should have asked for parent volunteers from each class to help 
with the event.  This year each class is being asked to supply its own water bottles.  The 
empty bottles will be collected and used for a Culture Week project.  
 
Sacramento Safari – Again, the Safari is coming up soon, if anyone is interested in 
attending and representing Stonegate please let Radhika know.  In addition to attending 
the Safari in Sacramento, there are some training sessions to attend in preparation for 
attending the Safari.   
 
Yearbook Committee – Nancy Wang, the Yearbook Chairperson reported that starting 
next Friday through March 14th yearbooks could also be ordered online; online order 
only will be accepted from March 15th through March 29th.  After March 29th, no orders 



will be accepted.  Online ordering is highly encouraged and is quick and convenient.   
There will be flyers posted, information and reminders being sent home, stickers, class 
announcements and email reminders.  There will not be another opportunity after 
March 29th to order yearbooks. 
 
Culture Week – Culture Week preparation is in process.  This year, Culture Week will 
focus on Central and South America and will be the week of April 8th.  Please let Sarah 
Endres know if you would like to volunteer to help out. 
 
Silent Auction – We are pleased to announce that Michael Mei has stepped forward to 
be our Silent Auction Chairperson.  The PTA would like to thank Mr. Mei for 
volunteering.  If you are interested in helping with the silent auction or would like to 
donate any items, please contact Michael. 
 
Old Business 
Nominating Committee Report– Archana Warrier reported that the Nominating 
Committee had met on February 5, 2013, February 8, 2013 and February 15, 2013 to 
consider all eligible candidates for the 2013-2014 term of office.  At this time, on behalf 
of the Nominating Committee, Mrs. Warrier presented the following slate of officers for 
consideration:   
 
President –Michelle Williams 
Vice President – Kenny Chin  
Violeta Kilic – VP Communications 
Felicia Choi – VP Volunteer Coordinator 
Ashli Hsu – VP Membership 
Treasurer – Tiffany Honda  
Historian – Constant Tong 
Auditor – Claire Shin 
Secretary – Lani Kaneshiro  
Financial Secretary – Archana Warrier 
 
The Nominating Committee Report was accepted and will be filed with the minutes. 
 
Announcements 
Jog-A-Thon Pledges are due soon.  The Golf Tournament will be held on April 26th.  Golf 
balls for the golf ball drop can be ordered online this year.  Please tell also your friends 
and family and help support our school. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 a.m.  The next meeting will be held on March 15th 
at 8:40 a.m. in the MPR Room. 
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