
Reflections FAQs 
 

1. Question: Do I need to be a PTA member if my child wishes to participate in 
Reflections?  
Answer: Being a PTA member is always a good idea. Reflections is a PTA 
organized program, but a parent doesn’t need to be a member for their child to 
participate at Stonegate. However, if your child’s entry progresses beyond the 
school, the parent should be a Stonegate PTA member to send it further to Irvine 
Council PTA.   
 

2. Question: Can IVA students participate in Reflections?  
Answer: Absolutely! Students enrolled in all three models - Traditional, Hybrid & 
IVA can participate as Stonegate Students. 
 

3. Question: My child is interested in making a comic strip. What category does it 
belong to out of the six listed categories (For rules and submission)?  
Answer: Comics are a part of the literature category. Hence the literature category 
rules and word limit (2000 words) will be applicable.  
 

4. Question: Can my child use an artwork he/she submitted previously in 
Reflections?  
Answer: All entries submitted must be original works and must relate to the annual 
Reflections program theme. Since the theme is not repeated, so should not be the 
artwork. Students should enjoy the process and express themselves imaginatively 
in their artwork.  
 

5. Question: Is it permissible for more than one student to collaborate on an artwork? 
Answer: No. Each entry must be the work of only one student. Assistance from 
teachers, parents, or friends is not permitted except in special cases (such as 
those with visual or physical disabilities). Other people may appear in a student’s 
artwork such as performing in dance or acting in a film.   
 

6. Question: Are entries with visual flaws disqualified automatically? 
Answer: Participation encourages creativity and exploration. Students should do 
their best, but crooked lines, incorrect musical notes, or misspelled words do not 
disqualify an entry. 

 
7. Question: Is it mandatory for my 6th grader to submit notations with the music 

category piece?  
Answer: Yes. Once a student is in 6th grade or higher, he/she can only enter the 
music category if he/she has the technical ability to notate the music. The student 
must do the notating by himself/herself.  

 
 
 



8. Question: Is there any limitation on the number of entries a student can submit? 
Answer: A student can participate in each of the six categories. However, only 
one artwork per student can be submitted in each category. It will also require a 
separate entry/submission form along with each submission  
 

9. Question: Is there a way to edit the response we submitted? We want to edit the 
artist statement?  
Answer: Yes. You will receive an email after your entry is submitted. It shows 
everything input and has the ability to go back and edit until the forms are closed 
on the submission end date / time. The ‘edit response” button is at the end of the 
email you received.  
 

10. Question: Since the submission is virtual this year with 1 GB limit, how do I know 
if the file size is under 1 GB limit or not? 
Answer: Depending upon the device you use, it’s possible to know the file size by 
locating the information tab of the file you are planning to upload. Also, an easy 
way to find out is by trying to email the file to yourself. For bigger files (typically the 
ones more than 100 MB), you get 3-4 options about how you want to send the file 
apart from the original size option. That original size you see in those options will 
be your file size. Just to give an idea, a 3 minute dance video is typically 250-300 
MB in size ( of course a lot depend upon the type of device used to record. This 
number is applicable to smartphones in general )  To maintain the maximum quality 
of artifacts, all the artifacts should be uploaded in its original size (as long as they 
are less than 1 GB).  
 

If you have more questions or need further clarification, please send an email to our 
Reflections chair Anamika Bhattacharya at StonegateReflections@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 


